
	  
	   	  
	  
	  
Questions To Resolve  
Before Making An Offer On A Country Property 
 
The desire to purchase a beautiful country property and of owing your own 
private, peaceful wilderness may seem to be a dream come true, in many 
ways.  But, if you are considering buying a property in a rural area, there are 
a number of scenarios and considerations that city folk may not be aware of. 
Here are a few key questions to resolve before you even make an offer that 
dream property.  
 
1. Is the water safe to drink?  
Rural properties sometimes draw their water from private wells, which may 
be contaminated with minerals, radon or even dangerous chemicals like 
arsenic.  Insist on a water test before making an offer on the house.  If you 
discover problems, factor the cost of a water treatment plan or having a well 
drilled for you into your offer. 
 
2. Does the house have an adequate septic system?  
When a house is constructed in a rural area, a leach field is usually built  
to collect sewage and water waste, with its size dependent on the normal 
number of occupants of the house.  If you are considering building an 
extension, you must also extend the leach field to make sure the septic 
system can handle the number of occupants.  So, if you are interested in  
a house that has had an addition built added, make sure that the leach field 
is the accepted size to avoid costly construction bills in the future. 
 
3. Is the house on a private road?  
If the home is on a private road, you could be facing considerable additional 
expenses every year. Normally, private roads are cleaned, maintained and 
repaired by fellow residents on the road.  Costs are usually determined by 
the use of the property,  (i.e. Year round residence, Seasonal use with snow 
ploughing, Seasonal use with no ploughing and Vacant lot). 
 
4. What was the longest power outage?  
Rural areas are often among the last to be served if a power line goes down. 
In some cases, you may be forced to go days, or even weeks, without power. 
If you decide to move into an area where power outages occur frequently,  
a back-up generator and / or solar or geothermal energy system are a must. 
 



	  
	   	  
	  
	  
5. How is the air quality?  
In some areas, a natural gas called radon has a high presence in the air, and 
it has been linked to lung cancer.  If the radon level is unknown, request a 
test.  If the radon levels are unsafe, factor the cost of a mitigation system 
into determining your offer. 
 
6. How accessible is the property in the winter?  
If you are looking for a home in an area with heavy snowfall, make sure that 
the property is on a road that will be safe to drive on and ploughed regularly, 
or prepare yourself for dangerous driving conditions.  Many municipalities 
just do not have the resources to service roads as quickly as you might wish.  
Some community residents pay for their own contractor to clear the snow 
and to also maintain their roads.  This is usually done through a Property 
Owner’s Association. 
 
7. Where are the property boundary lines?  
If you have several acres or more, it is often difficult to determine where your 
property ends and your neighbour’s property begins.  Make sure that you 
have a Certificate of Location completed by a surveyor before you make an 
offer, so you know exactly how much of the land is yours in case of a future 
dispute. 
 
8. What will you do with your trash?  
Unlike in cities, you can’t simply leave your trashcans on the curb and expect 
them to be picked up for disposal.  However, some municipalities now have 
scheduled garbage pick-up.  It would be a good idea to also find out if there’s 
a town dump or Eco-Center within easy driving distance, or see if you can 
create a dumpsite on the property. You may be permitted to burn your trash, 
however anything toxic must be disposed of in other ways such as at the 
municipal eco-center if there is one. 
 
9. What are the deed restrictions and zoning ordinances?  
Before you buy, find out what you are and are not permitted to do with the 
land, as well as finding out what you might expect your neighbours to do with 
their property.  There is a wide range of potential uses, whether it’s hunting, 
owning livestock or having a home-based business, a dog kennel etc..  It is 
crucially important to know what the regulations cover. 
 
 



	  
	   	  
	  
	  
10. How physically difficult will it be to maintain the property?  
It may seem slightly romantic to want to own a property with many acres of 
land, but the reality can often be tough work.  You’ll be responsible for 
mowing the lawn, clearing debris, maintenance, upkeep and renovations and 
amongst other demanding tasks.  Make sure that you and your family are up 
to the challenge, or that you’re able to afford help with more difficult jobs. As 
one grows older, tasks that were quite easy to do at age 35, are not that 
simple at age 60! 


